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The office and commercial building is situated on a corner site
adjacent Lo the Danube Canal in the historic centre of Vienna.
The height and volume of the seven story structure echoes the
scale of the surrounding buildings. The optically separalted,
“floating” penthouse is conceived as an urban signal and enjoys
views above roof level over the whole of the first district.

From the street, the building presents itself as an opaque,
translucent cube, articulated through consciously positioned
voids in the facade. These cut-outs intimate the form of the

courlyard silualion beyond, conceived as a negalive

“

‘empty”

room carved out of the heart of the monolithic block.

This sculptural space with its three-dimensional geomelry is
offers a variety of functions and spatial experiences as one
progresses Lthrough the various levels.

The office spaces communicate simultaneously with the internal
void and the external urban situation and are so organised as to
create variously sized and proportioned zones offering flexibility

of use.

The spatial mood of the internal zones and the visual
characteristic of the external elevations are achieved through
the use of pivoted. storey-high, satinised glass sereens which
form a second skin around two sides of the building.

Credits and Data

Project title: Office and Commercial Building k47"
Lacation: Franz Josefs Kai 47, Vienna, Ausiria

Client: Zirich Yersicherungs AG
Diesign competition: November 2000
Start of planning: March 2001

Construction on site: December 2001-September 2003

Architects: henke und schreieck Architekten / Dieter Henke and Marta Schreieck
Architectural staff: Gavin Rae (project leader), Sascha Dehnst, Szczepan Sommer
Struetural engineer: Manfred Gmeiner + Martin Haferl

Sile supervision: Franz Leppa

Building services: MSc Reinhold Bacher
Environmental consultant: Walter Prause

Graphic design: Mag.art. Ingeborg Kumpfmiller

Site area: 848 m*
Built area: 780 m*

Net floor avea: 5.375 m* rentable arca + 1,687m* underground parking

Gross floor area: 7.225 m?
Gross volume: 29.605 m?
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pp. 62-63: East facade to the streetcar
railroad and the Danube. This page.
Srom top: South view with penthouse
on the top. Site plan (scale: 16,000,
Floor diagrams. Oppaosite: View over
the Danube from the south.

Photos on pp. 62-69 except as noted
by Margherita Spiluitini,
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Oth floor plan./ Wil

Legend: 1) Retail showroom, 2) Office, R#:n) ffLa—n—a,2) 4741
3) Cafe and terrace, 4) Conference and A, 3) #7 2/ 77 A, 4) &R/
event space. Wxxh o A=,
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Opposite: Looking up at the glass
ceiling above the void. This page, left:
Closing and opening of the glass
screens, Right: Views from penthouse.
Photos of this page, left column
courtesy of the architects. Right above
phoio by Anna Blau.
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Abave: Voids of the east (left) and LA (ELR) EWH (5L) o7y
south (right) fucades. Opposite: View H—FiZk ol £ ¥, HH 3R
from 3rd floor. LR,
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